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KEY=THE - HOWARD SALAZAR
SPREADING THE NEWS
THE AMERICAN POSTAL SYSTEM FROM FRANKLIN TO MORSE
Harvard University Press In the seven decades from its establishment in 1775 to the commercialization of the electric
telegraph in 1844, the American postal system spurred a communications revolution no less far-reaching than the
subsequent revolutions associated with the telegraph, telephone, and computer. This book tells the story of that
revolution and the challenge it posed for American business, politics, and cultural life. During the early republic, the
postal system was widely hailed as one of the most important institutions of the day. No other institution had the
capacity to transmit such a large volume of information on a regular basis over such an enormous geographical
expanse. The stagecoaches and postriders who conveyed the mail were virtually synonymous with speed. In the United
States, the unimpeded transmission of information has long been hailed as a positive good. In few other countries has
informational mobility been such a cherished ideal. Richard John shows how postal policy can help explain this state of
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aﬀairs. He discusses its inﬂuence on the development of such information-intensive institutions as the national
market, the voluntary association, and the mass party. He traces its consequences for ordinary Americans, including
women, blacks, and the poor. In a broader sense, he shows how the postal system worked to create a national society
out of a loose union of confederated states. This exploration of the role of the postal system in American public life
provides a fresh perspective not only on an important but neglected chapter in American history, but also on the
origins of some of the most distinctive features of American life today. Table of Contents: Preface Acknowledgments
The Postal System as an Agent of Change The Communications Revolution Completing the Network The Imagined
Community The Invasion of the Sacred The Wellspring of Democracy The Interdiction of Dissent Conclusion
Abbreviations Notes Sources Index Reviews of this book: "[A] splendid new book...that gives the lie to any notion that
'government' and 'administration' were 'absent' in early America." DD--Theda Skocpol, Social Science History "This
well-researched and elegantly written book will become a model for historians attempting to link public policy to
cultural and political change...[It] will engage not only historians of the early republic, but all scholars interested in the
relationship between state and society." DD--John Majewski, Journal of Economic History "The strength of the book
is...the author's ability to untangle the thousands of social, political, economic, and cultural threads of the postal
fabric and to rearrange them into a clear and compelling social history." DD--Roy Alden Atwood, Journal of American
History "Richard R. John provides an insightful cultural history of the often-overlooked American postal system,
concentrating on its preeminent status for long-distance communication between its birth in 1775 and the
commercialization of the electric telegraph in 1844...John eﬀectively draws upon government documents, newspapers,
travelogues, and contemporary social and political histories to argue that the postal system causes and mirrors
dramatic changes in American public life during this period...John focuses his study on the communication revolution of
the past, yet his meticulous analysis of the complex motives forming the postal institution and its policies relate to
such current controversies as those that surround the transmission of information in cyberspace. These contemporary
disputes highlight the power of the government in shaping the communication of the people. John privileges the postal
institution as the reigning communication system, yet he links it with the developing ideology of the nation, and the
scope of his study ensures its value--in the disciplines of communication studies, literature, history, and political
science, among others--as a history of the past and present." DD--Sarah R. Marino, Canadian Review of American
Studies "Spreading the News exempliﬁes the kind of sophisticated and nuanced research that US postal history has
long needed. Richard R. John breaks from the internalist, antiquarian tradition characteristic of so many post oﬃce
histories to place the postal system at the centre of American national development." DD--Richard B. Kielbowicz,
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Business History "[John] presents a thoroughly researched and well-written book...[which will give] insight into the
history of the post oﬃce and its impact on American life." DD--Library Journal "It is surely true that in Richard John the
post has had the good fortune to have found its proper historian, one capable of appreciating the complex design and
social importance of the means a people use to distribute information. He has also accomplished the impressive feat of
gathering together the pieces of a postal history present elsewhere as so many tiny fragments. John has drawn into a
coherent design the stories of postal patronage, the decisions about postal privacy, the incidents along post roads
used by others as illustrative anecdotes. John's work has inspired in him a deep appreciation for the accomplishments
of the post." DD--Ann Fabian, The Yale Review "John's book explains how the letters and newspapers sent through the
post were really the glue that held the early 13 states together and that embraced additional states as the nation
expanded westward...It is a splendid attempt to show the importance of mail service in the years before the telegraph
or the telephone made at least brief news transmission possible. The postal system of the 19th century really was a
factor, perhaps the major factor, in making the United States one nation." DD--Richard B. Graham, Linn's Stamp News
"This book traces the central role of the postal system in [its] communications revolution and its contribution to
American public life. The author shows how the postal system inﬂuenced the establishment of a national society out of
a loose union of confederated states. Richard John throws light onto a chapter in American history that is often
neglected but sets up the origins of some of the most distinctive features of American life today...The book is a
comprehensive study on an important American institution during a critical epoch in its history." DD--Monika Plum,
Prometheus [UK] "John has produced an original, well-documented, and thoughtful study that oﬀers alternative and
enticing interpretations of Jacksonian policies and public institutions." DD--Choice

THE REVOLUTION OF 1800
DEMOCRACY, RACE, AND THE NEW REPUBLIC
University of Virginia Press George W. Bush and Al Gore were by no means the ﬁrst presidential hopefuls to ﬁnd
themselves embroiled in a hotly contested electoral impasse. Two hundred years earlier, Thomas Jeﬀerson and John
Adams endured arguably the most controversial and consequential election in American history. Focusing on the wide
range of possible outcomes of the 1800-1801 melee, this collection of essays situates the American "Revolution of
1800" in a broad context of geo-political and racial developments in the Atlantic world as a whole. In essays written
expressly for this volume, leading historians of the period examine the electoral, social, and political outcome of
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Jeﬀerson's election in discussions strikingly relevant in the aftermath of the 2000 election. Contributors Joyce Appleby,
University of California, Los AngelesMichael Bellesiles, Emory UniversityJeanne Boydston, University of WisconsinSeth
Cotlar, Willamette UniversityGregory Evans Dowd, University of Notre DameLaurent Dubois, Michigan State
UniversityDouglas R. Egerton, Le Moyne College, SyracuseJoanne Freeman, Yale UniversityJames E. Lewis Jr.,
independent scholar Robert M. S. McDonald, United States Military Academy, West PointJames Oakes, City University
of New York Graduate CenterJeﬀrey Pasley, University of Missouri, ColumbiaJack N. Rakove, Stanford UniversityBethel
Saler, Haverford CollegeJames Sidbury, University of TexasAlan Taylor, University of California, Davis

REPRESSIVE JURISPRUDENCE IN THE EARLY AMERICAN REPUBLIC
THE FIRST AMENDMENT AND THE LEGACY OF ENGLISH LAW
Cambridge University Press This volume seeks to explain how American society, which had been capable of noble
aspirations such as those in the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, was capable of adopting one of the
most widely deplored statutes of our history, the Sedition Act of 1798. It examines how the political ideals of the
American Revolution were undermined by the adoption of repressive doctrines of the English monarchial system - the
criminalization of criticism against the king, the Parliament, the judiciary, and Christianity. Freedom of speech was
dramatically conﬁned, and this law remained unchallenged until well into the twentieth century. This book will be of
keen interest to all concerned with the early Republic, freedom of speech, and evolution of American constitutional
jurisprudence. Because it addresses the much-criticized Sedition Act of 1798, one of the most dramatic illustrations of
this repressive jurisprudence, the book will also be of interest to Americans concerned about preserving free speech in
wartime.

BEYOND THE FOUNDERS
NEW APPROACHES TO THE POLITICAL HISTORY OF THE EARLY AMERICAN REPUBLIC
Univ of North Carolina Press In pursuit of a more sophisticated and inclusive American history, the contributors to Beyond
the Founders propose new directions for the study of the political history of the republic before the Civil War. In ways
formal and informal, symbolic and tactile, this political world encompassed blacks, women, entrepreneurs, and Native
Americans, as well as the Adamses, Jeﬀersons, and Jacksons, all struggling in their own ways to shape the new nation
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and express their ideas of American democracy. Taking inspiration from the new cultural and social histories, these
political historians show that the early history of the United States was not just the product of a few "founding
fathers," but was also marked by widespread and passionate popular involvement; print media more politically potent
than that of later eras; and political conﬂicts and inﬂuences that crossed lines of race, gender, and class. Contributors:
John L. Brooke, The Ohio State University Andrew R. L. Cayton, Miami University (Ohio) Saul Cornell, The Ohio State
University Seth Cotlar, Willamette University Reeve Huston, Duke University Nancy Isenberg, University of Tulsa
Richard R. John, University of Illinois at Chicago Albrecht Koschnik, Florida State University Rich Newman, Rochester
Institute of Technology Jeﬀrey L. Pasley, University of Missouri, Columbia Andrew W. Robertson, City University of New
York William G. Shade, Lehigh University David Waldstreicher, Temple University Rosemarie Zagarri, George Mason
University

THE A TO Z OF THE EARLY AMERICAN REPUBLIC
Rowman & Littleﬁeld Covering the ﬁrst four decades of America, contains alphabetical entries on people, places,
organizations, events, movements, laws, works of literature, and other signiﬁcant social, economic, political, and
cultural topics.

THE OXFORD HANDBOOK OF AMERICAN POLITICAL HISTORY
Oxford University Press, USA "American political history, like military history, has never lost a popular audience. If
anything, the appetite for books dealing with the nation's founding, its presidents, and elections has grown in recent
years. Written by historians, academics in other ﬁelds, independent writers, and journalists, some of these books have
sold very well. A few jumped from the printed page to ﬁlm and theater. Ron Chernow's biography of Alexander
Hamilton inspired a hit Broadway musical. Though some ﬁlms depicting presidents spun fanciful stories-at least one
hopes no teachers had to correct student misconceptions about Abraham Lincoln dispatching vampires-others had a
stronger commitment to the historical record. Since 2000, Lincoln, Franklin D. Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, Lyndon
Johnson, Richard Nixon, and George W. Bush have been the focus of ﬁlms with various levels of attentiveness to
historical scholarship and box-oﬃce appeal. Teachers could do worse than Charlie Wilson's War as a tool for
illustrating how Congress works. Even the more obscure and distant historical ﬁgures have had their turn: James A.
Garﬁeld's truncated presidency is the subject of a popular book and documentary"--
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THIS VIOLENT EMPIRE
THE BIRTH OF AN AMERICAN NATIONAL IDENTITY
UNC Press Books This Violent Empire traces the origins of American violence, racism, and paranoia to the founding
moments of the new nation and the initial instability of Americans' national sense of self. Fusing cultural and political
analyses to create a new form of political history, Carroll Smith-Rosenberg explores the ways the founding generation,
lacking a common history, governmental infrastructures, and shared culture, solidiﬁed their national sense of self by
imagining a series of "Others" (African Americans, Native Americans, women, the propertyless) whose diﬀerences from
European American male founders overshadowed the diﬀerences that divided those founders. These "Others,"
dangerous and polluting, had to be excluded from the European American body politic. Feared, but also desired, they
refused to be marginalized, incurring increasingly enraged enactments of their political and social exclusion that
shaped our long history of racism, xenophobia, and sexism. Close readings of political rhetoric during the
Constitutional debates reveal the genesis of this long history.

THE RISE AND FALL OF EARLY AMERICAN MAGAZINE CULTURE
University of Illinois Press Introduction: the literary museum and the unsettling of the early American novel -- American
spectators, tatlers, and guardians: transatlantic periodical culture in the eighteenth century -- The American magazine
in the early national period: publishers, printers, and editors -- The American magazine in the early national period:
readers, correspondents, and contributors -- The early American magazine in the nineteenth century: Brown, Rowson,
and Irving -- Conclusion: what happened next.

THE TYRANNY OF PRINTERS
NEWSPAPER POLITICS IN THE EARLY AMERICAN REPUBLIC
University of Virginia Press Although frequently attacked for their partisanship and undue political inﬂuence, the American
media of today are objective and relatively ineﬀectual compared to their counterparts of two hundred years ago. From
the late eighteenth to the late nineteenth century, newspapers were the republic's central political institutions,
working components of the party system rather than commentators on it. The Tyranny of Printers narrates the rise of
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this newspaper-based politics, in which editors became the chief party spokesmen and newspaper oﬃces often served
as local party headquarters. Beginning when Thomas Jeﬀerson enlisted a Philadelphia editor to carry out his battle
with Alexander Hamilton for the soul of the new republic (and got caught trying to cover it up), the centrality of
newspapers in political life gained momentum after Jeﬀerson's victory in 1800, which was widely credited to a superior
network of papers. Jeﬀrey L. Pasley tells the rich story of this political culture and its culmination in Jacksonian
democracy, enlivening his narrative with accounts of the colorful but often tragic careers of individual editors.

THE HAITIAN REVOLUTION AND THE EARLY UNITED STATES
HISTORIES, TEXTUALITIES, GEOGRAPHIES
University of Pennsylvania Press With essays from leading and emerging scholars of Haitian and U.S. history, literature,
and cultural studies, The Haitian Revolution and the Early United States traces the rich terrain of Haitian-U.S. culture
and history in the long nineteenth century.

THE PARADOX OF DEMOCRACY
FREE SPEECH, OPEN MEDIA, AND PERILOUS PERSUASION
University of Chicago Press A thought-provoking history of communications that challenges ideas about freedom of
speech and democracy. At the heart of democracy lies a contradiction that cannot be resolved, one that has aﬀected
free societies since their advent: Though freedom of speech and media has always been a necessary condition of
democracy, that very freedom is also its greatest threat. When new forms of communications arrive, they often bolster
the practices of democratic politics. But the more accessible the media of a society, the more susceptible that society
is to demagoguery, distraction, and spectacle. Tracing the history of media disruption and the various responses to it
over time, Zac Gershberg and Sean Illing reveal how these changes have challenged democracy—often with unsettling
eﬀects. The Paradox of Democracy captures the deep connection between communication and political culture, from
the ancient art of rhetoric and the revolutionary role of newspapers to liberal broadcast media and the toxic
misinformation of the digital public sphere. With clear-eyed analysis, Gershberg and Illing show that our contemporary
debates over media, populism, and cancel culture are not too diﬀerent from democratic cultural experiences of the
past. As we grapple with a fast-changing, hyper-digital world, they prove democracy is always perched precipitously on
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a razor’s edge, now as ever before.

AMERICAN JOURNALISM
HISTORY, PRINCIPLES, PRACTICES
McFarland News consumers made cynical by sensationalist banners—“AMERICA STRIKES BACK,” “THE TERROR OF
ANTHRAX”—and lurid leads might be surprised to learn that in 1690, the newspaper Publick Occurrences gossiped
about the sexual indiscretions of French royalty or seasoned the story of missing children by adding that “barbarous
Indians were lurking about” before the disappearance. Surprising, too, might be the media’s steady adherence to, if
continual tugging at, its philosophical and ethical moorings. These 39 essays, written and edited by the nation’s
leading professors of journalism, cover the theory and practice of print, radio, and TV news reporting. Politics and
partisanship, press and the government, gender and the press corps, presidential coverage, war reportage, technology
and news gathering, sensationalism: each subject is treated individually. Appropriate for interested lay persons,
students, professors and reporters. Instructors considering this book for use in a course may request an examination
copy here.

WOLF BY THE EARS
THE MISSOURI CRISIS, 1819–1821
JHU Press The ﬁrst organized Louisiana Purchase territory to lie completely west of the Mississippi River and northwest
of the Ohio, Missouri carried special signiﬁcance for both pro- and anti-slavery advocates. Northern congressmen
leaped out of their seats to object to the proposed expansion of the slave 'empire,' while slave-state politicians voiced
outrage at the Northerners' blatant sectional attack. Although the Missouri confrontation ultimately appeared to end
amicably with a famous compromise that the wily Kentuckian Henry Clay helped to cobble together, the passions it
unleashed proved vicious, widespread, and long lasting. Van Atta deftly explains how the Missouri crisis revealed the
power that slavery had already gained over American nation building. He explores the external social, cultural, and
economic forces that gave the confrontation such urgency around the country, as well as the beliefs, assumptions, and
fears that characterized both sides of the slavery argument.
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AN EXTENSIVE REPUBLIC
PRINT, CULTURE, AND SOCIETY IN THE NEW NATION, 1790-1840
UNC Press Books "This impressive collaborative eﬀort by two dozen leading authorities in the ﬁeld will be essential
reading for any serious student of the history of American publishing and print culture during one of its most crucially
transformative periods." Lawrence Buell, Harvard University "A magniﬁcent achievement. Brilliant editing and graceful
writing shatter many old assumptions about the world of the Founders. Linking intellectual history with politics, social
change, and the distinctive experiences of women, African Americans and Indians, An Extensive Republic is the rare
reference book that is also a mesmerizing read." Linda K. Kerber, author of No Constitutional Right to Be Ladies:
Women and the Obligations of Citizenship "This volume provides a fascinating revisionist history of the United States
through its focus on what was printed, how the economy of the book trades worked, who was reading, and what role
reading came to assume in all sorts of people's lives. Editors Gross and Kelley make a strong team, and the
contributors represent an array of disciplines suitable to the equally wide range of printed material in the United
States between 1790 and 1840." Patricia Crain, New York University Volume 2 of A History of the Book in America
documents the development of a distinctive culture of print in the new American republic. Between 1790 and 1840
printing and publishing expanded, and literate publics provided a ready market for novels, almanacs, newspapers,
tracts, and periodicals. Government, business, and reform drove the dissemination of print. Through laws and
subsidies, state and federal authorities promoted an informed citizenry. Entrepreneurs responded to rising demand by
investing in new technologies and altering the conduct of publishing. Voluntary societies launched libraries, lyceums,
and schools, and relied on print to spread religion, redeem morals, and advance benevolent goals. Out of all this
ferment emerged new and diverse communities of citizens linked together in a decentralized print culture where
citizenship meant literacy and print meant power. Yet in a diverse and far-ﬂung nation, regional diﬀerences persisted,
and older forms of oral and handwritten communication oﬀered alternatives to print. The early republic was a world of
mixed media.

CONTESTING SLAVERY
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THE POLITICS OF BONDAGE AND FREEDOM IN THE NEW AMERICAN NATION
University of Virginia Press Recent scholarship on slavery and politics between 1776 and 1840 has wholly revised
historians’ understanding of the problem of slavery in American politics. Contesting Slavery builds on the best of that
literature to reexamine the politics of slavery in revolutionary America and the early republic. The original essays
collected here analyze the Revolutionary era and the early republic on their own terms to produce fresh insights into
the politics of slavery before 1840. The collection forces historians to rethink the multiple meanings of slavery and
antislavery to a broad array of Americans, from free and enslaved African Americans to proslavery ideologues, from
northern farmers to northern female reformers, from minor party functionaries to political luminaries such as Henry
Clay. The essays also delineate the multiple ways slavery sustained conﬂict and consensus in local, regional, and
national politics. In the end, Contesting Slavery both establishes the abiding presence of slavery and sectionalism in
American political life and challenges historians’ long-standing assumptions about the place, meaning, and signiﬁcance
of slavery in American politics between the Revolutionary and antebellum eras. Contributors: Rachel Hope Cleves,
University of Victoria * David F. Ericson, George Mason University * John Craig Hammond, Penn State University, New
Kensington * Matthew Mason, Brigham Young University * Richard Newman, Rochester Institute of Technology * James
Oakes, CUNY Graduate Center * Peter S. Onuf, University of Virginia * Robert G. Parkinson, Shepherd University *
Donald J. Ratcliﬀe, University of Oxford * Padraig Riley, Dalhousie University * Edward B. Rugemer, Yale University *
Brian Schoen, Ohio University * Andrew Shankman, Rutgers University, Camden * George William Van Cleve, University
of Virginia * Eva Sheppard Wolf, San Francisco State University

EMPIRE OF LIBERTY
A HISTORY OF THE EARLY REPUBLIC, 1789-1815
Oxford University Press The Oxford History of the United States is by far the most respected multi-volume history of our
nation. The series includes three Pulitzer Prize winners, two New York Times bestsellers, and winners of the Bancroft
and Parkman Prizes. Now, in the newest volume in the series, one of America's most esteemed historians, Gordon S.
Wood, oﬀers a brilliant account of the early American Republic, ranging from 1789 and the beginning of the national
government to the end of the War of 1812. As Wood reveals, the period was marked by tumultuous change in all
aspects of American life--in politics, society, economy, and culture. The men who founded the new government had
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high hopes for the future, but few of their hopes and dreams worked out quite as they expected. They hated political
parties but parties nonetheless emerged. Some wanted the United States to become a great ﬁscal-military state like
those of Britain and France; others wanted the country to remain a rural agricultural state very diﬀerent from the
European states. Instead, by 1815 the United States became something neither group anticipated. Many leaders
expected American culture to ﬂourish and surpass that of Europe; instead it became popularized and vulgarized. The
leaders also hope to see the end of slavery; instead, despite the release of many slaves and the end of slavery in the
North, slavery was stronger in 1815 than it had been in 1789. Many wanted to avoid entanglements with Europe, but
instead the country became involved in Europe's wars and ended up waging another war with the former mother
country. Still, with a new generation emerging by 1815, most Americans were conﬁdent and optimistic about the
future of their country. Named a New York Times Notable Book, Empire of Liberty oﬀers a marvelous account of this
pivotal era when America took its ﬁrst unsteady steps as a new and rapidly expanding nation.

A BLOODLESS VICTORY
THE BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS IN HISTORY AND MEMORY
JHU Press Introduction: "a correct remembrance of great events"--"By the eternal, they shall not sleep on our soil:" the
New Orleans Campaign -- "Half a horse and half an alligator:" the Battle of New Orleans in the Era of Good Feelings -"Under the command of a plain Republican--an American Cincinnatus:" the Battle of New Orleans in the Age of Jeﬀerson
-- "The union must and shall be preserved:" the Battle of New Orleans and the American Civil War -- "True daughters of
the war:" the Battle of New Orleans at 100 -- "Not pirate ... privateer:" the Battle of New Orleans and mid-20th century
popular culture -- "Tourism whetted by the celebration:" the Battle of New Orleans in the 20th century -- A "rustic and
factual" appearance: the Battle of New Orleans at 200 -- Closing: "what is past is prologue

BUILDING THE AMERICAN REPUBLIC, VOLUME 1
A NARRATIVE HISTORY TO 1877
University of Chicago Press "Building the American Republic tells the story of United States with remarkable grace and
skill, its fast moving narrative making the nation's struggles and accomplishments new and compelling. Weaving
together stories of abroad range of Americans. Volume 1 starts at sea and ends on the ﬁeld. Beginning with the
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earliest Americans and the arrival of strangers on the eastern shore, it then moves through colonial society to the ﬁght
for independence and the construction of a federal republic. Vol 2 opens as America struggles to regain its footing,
reeling from a presidential assassination and facing massive economic growth, rapid demographic change, and
combustive politics.

A COMPANION TO THOMAS JEFFERSON
John Wiley & Sons A Companion to Thomas Jeﬀerson presents a state-of-the-art assessment and overview of the life and
legacy of Thomas Jeﬀerson through a collection of essays grounded in the latest scholarship. Features essays by the
leading scholars in the ﬁeld, including Pulitzer Prize winners Annette Gordon-Reed and Jack Rakove Includes a section
that considers Jeﬀerson’s legacy Explores Jeﬀerson’s wide range of interests and expertise, and covers his public
career, private life, his views on democracy, and his writings Written to be accessible for the non-specialist as well as
Jeﬀerson scholars

FROM CONFEDERATION TO NATION
THE EARLY AMERICAN REPUBLIC, 1789-1848
Routledge In the era of the Early Republic, Americans determined the meaning of their Revolution and laid the
foundation for the United States’ later emergence as a world power. This book provides students with an explanation
of the major events and developments of one of the most important periods in American History. Focusing on the years
between the Revolution and the Civil War, From Confederation to Nation presents a narrative of the era’s political
history along with discussions of the signiﬁcant social and cultural changes that occurred across the Union’s ﬁrst six
decades. Taking a broad approach which examines economic changes, religious inﬂuences, political reform, cultural
challenges, and racial and gender inequalities in the Early Republic, Atkins’ text is useful for a vast array of critical
perspectives. From Confederation to Nation presents an accessible introduction to the Early American Republic that
oﬀers readers a solid foundation for more advanced study.

THE FRAMERS' COUP
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THE MAKING OF THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION
Oxford University Press Americans revere their Constitution. However, most of us are unaware how tumultuous and
improbable the drafting and ratiﬁcation processes were. As Benjamin Franklin keenly observed, any assembly of men
bring with them "all their prejudices, their passions, their errors of opinion, their local interests and their selﬁsh
views." One need not deny that the Framers had good intentions in order to believe that they also had interests. Based
on prodigious research and told largely through the voices of the participants, Michael Klarman's The Framers' Coup
narrates how the Framers' clashing interests shaped the Constitution--and American history itself. The Philadelphia
convention could easily have been a failure, and the risk of collapse was always present. Had the convention dissolved,
any number of adverse outcomes could have resulted, including civil war or a reversion to monarchy. Not only does
Klarman capture the knife's-edge atmosphere of the convention, he populates his narrative with riveting and colorful
stories: the rebellion of debtor farmers in Massachusetts; George Washington's uncertainty about whether to attend;
Gunning Bedford's threat to turn to a European prince if the small states were denied equal representation in the
Senate; slave staters' threats to take their marbles and go home if denied representation for their slaves; Hamilton's
quasi-monarchist speech to the convention; and Patrick Henry's herculean eﬀorts to defeat the Constitution in Virginia
through demagoguery and conspiracy theories. The Framers' Coup is more than a compendium of great stories,
however, and the powerful arguments that feature throughout will reshape our understanding of the nation's
founding. Simply put, the Constitutional Convention almost didn't happen, and once it happened, it almost failed. And,
even after the convention succeeded, the Constitution it produced almost failed to be ratiﬁed. Just as importantly, the
Constitution was hardly the product of philosophical reﬂections by brilliant, disinterested statesmen, but rather
ordinary interest group politics. Multiple conﬂicting interests had a say, from creditors and debtors to city dwellers
and backwoodsmen. The upper class overwhelmingly supported the Constitution; many working class colonists were
more dubious. Slave states and nonslave states had diﬀerent perspectives on how well the Constitution served their
interests. Ultimately, both the Constitution's content and its ratiﬁcation process raise troubling questions about
democratic legitimacy. The Federalists were eager to avoid full-ﬂedged democratic deliberation over the Constitution,
and the document that was ratiﬁed was stacked in favor of their preferences. And in terms of substance, the
Constitution was a signiﬁcant departure from the more democratic state constitutions of the 1770s. Deﬁnitive and
authoritative, The Framers' Coup explains why the Framers preferred such a constitution and how they managed to
persuade the country to adopt it. We have lived with the consequences, both positive and negative, ever since.

13

14

WHY AMERICANS HATE THE NEWS MEDIA AND HOW IT MATTERS
Princeton University Press As recently as the early 1970s, the news media was one of the most respected institutions in
the United States. Yet by the 1990s, this trust had all but evaporated. Why has conﬁdence in the press declined so
dramatically over the past 40 years? And has this change shaped the public's political behavior? This book examines
waning public trust in the institutional news media within the context of the American political system and looks at
how this lack of conﬁdence has altered the ways people acquire political information and form electoral preferences.
Jonathan Ladd argues that in the 1950s, '60s, and early '70s, competition in American party politics and the media
industry reached historic lows. When competition later intensiﬁed in both of these realms, the public's distrust of the
institutional media grew, leading the public to resist the mainstream press's information about policy outcomes and
turn toward alternative partisan media outlets. As a result, public beliefs and voting behavior are now increasingly
shaped by partisan predispositions. Ladd contends that it is not realistic or desirable to suppress party and media
competition to the levels of the mid-twentieth century; rather, in the contemporary media environment, new ways to
augment the public's knowledgeability and responsiveness must be explored. Drawing on historical evidence,
experiments, and public opinion surveys, this book shows that in a world of endless news sources, citizens' trust in
institutional media is more important than ever before.

EMPOWERING WORDS
OUTSIDERS AND AUTHORSHIP IN EARLY AMERICA
University of Georgia Press Standing outside elite or even middling circles, outsiders who were marginalized by limitations
on their freedom and their need to labor for a living had a unique grasp on the profoundly social nature of print and its
power to inﬂuence public opinion. In Empowering Words, Karen A. Weyler explores how outsiders used ephemeral
formats such as broadsides, pamphlets, and newspapers to publish poetry, captivity narratives, formal addresses, and
other genres with wide appeal in early America. To gain access to print, outsiders collaborated with amanuenses and
editors, inserted their stories into popular genres and cheap media, tapped into existing social and religious networks,
and sought sponsors and patrons. They wrote individually, collaboratively, and even corporately, but writing for them
was almost always an act of connection. Disparate levels of literacy did not necessarily entail subordination on the part
of the lessliterate collaborator. Even the minimally literate and the illiterate understood the potential for print to be
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life changing, and outsiders shrewdly employed strategies to assert themselves within collaborative dynamics.
Empowering Words covers an array of outsiders including artisans; the minimally literate; the poor, indentured, or
enslaved; and racial minorities. By focusing not only on New England, the traditional stronghold of early American
literacy, but also on southern towns such as Williamsburg and Charleston, Weyler limns a more expansive map of early
American authorship.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAN PRESIDENCY
Routledge A full understanding of the institution of the American presidency requires us to examine how it developed
from the founding to the present. This developmental lens, analyzing how historical turns have shaped the modern
institution, allows for a richer, more nuanced understanding beyond the current newspaper headlines. The
Development of the American Presidency pays great attention to that historical weight but is organized by the topics
and concepts relevant to political science, with the constitutional origins and political development of the presidency
its central focus. Through comprehensive and in-depth coverage, this text looks at how the presidency has evolved in
relation to the public, to Congress, to the Executive branch, and to the law, showing at every step how diﬀerent
aspects of the presidency have followed distinct trajectories of change. All the while, Ellis illustrates the institutional
relationships and tensions through stories about particular individuals and speciﬁc political conﬂicts. Ellis's own
classroom pedagogy of promoting active learning and critical thinking is well reﬂected in these pages. Each chapter
begins with a narrative account of some illustrative puzzle that brings to life a central concept. A wealth of photos,
ﬁgures, and tables allow for the visual presentations of concepts. A companion website not only acts as a further
resources base—directing students to primary documents, newspapers, and data sources—but also presents
interactive timelines and practice quizzes to help students master the book's lessons. The second edition a new
chapter on unilateral powers that brings greater attention to domestic policymaking.

WE ARE WHAT WE REMEMBER
THE AMERICAN PAST THROUGH COMMEMORATION
Cambridge Scholars Publishing Commemorative practices are revised and rebuilt based on the spirit of the time in which
they are re/created. Historians sometimes imagine that commemoration captures history, but actually commemoration
creates new narratives about history that allow people to interact with the past in a way that they ﬁnd meaningful. As
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our social values change (race, gender, religion, sexuality, class), our commemorations do, too. We Are What We
Remember: The American Past Through Commemoration, analyzes current trends in the study of historical memory
that are particularly relevant to our own present – our biases, our politics, our contextual moment – and strive to name
forgotten, overlooked, and denied pasts in traditional histories. Race, gender, and sexuality, for example, raise
questions about our most treasured myths: where were the slaves at Jamestowne? How do women or lesbians protect
and preserve their own histories, when no one else wants to write them? Our current social climate allows us to
question authority, and especially the authoritative deﬁnitions of nation, patriotism, and heroism, and belonging. How
do we “un-commemorate” things that were “mis-commemorated” in the past? How do we repair the damage done by
past commemorations? The chapters in this book, contributed by eighteen emerging and established scholars, examine
these modern questions that entirely reimagine the landscape of commemoration as it has been practiced, and
studied, before.

SECURITY V. LIBERTY
CONFLICTS BETWEEN NATIONAL SECURITY AND CIVIL LIBERTIES IN AMERICAN HISTORY
Russell Sage Foundation In the weeks following 9/11, the Bush administration launched the Patriot Act, rejected key
provisions of the Geneva Convention, and inaugurated a sweeping electronic surveillance program for intelligence
purposes—all in the name of protecting national security. But the current administration is hardly unique in pursuing
such measures. In Security v. Liberty, Daniel Farber leads a group of prominent historians and legal experts in
exploring the varied ways in which threats to national security have aﬀected civil liberties throughout American
history. Has the government’s response to such threats led to a gradual loss of freedoms once taken for granted, or
has the nation learned how to restore civil liberties after threats subside and how to put protections in place for the
future? Security v. Liberty focuses on periods of national emergency in the twentieth century—from World War I
through the Vietnam War—to explore how past episodes might bear upon today’s dilemma. Distinguished historian
Alan Brinkley shows that during World War I the government targeted vulnerable groups—including socialists,
anarchists, and labor leaders—not because of a real threat to the nation, but because it was politically expedient to
scapegoat unpopular groups. Nonetheless, within ten years the Supreme Court had rolled back the most egregious of
the World War I restrictions on civil liberties. Legal scholar John Yoo argues for the legitimacy of the Bush
administration’s War on Terror policies—such as the detainment and trials of suspected al Qaeda members—by citing
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historical precedent in the Roosevelt administration’s prosecution of World War II. Yoo contends that, compared to
Roosevelt’s sweeping use of executive orders, Bush has exercised relative restraint in curtailing civil liberties. Law
professor Geoﬀrey Stone describes how J. Edgar Hoover used domestic surveillance to harass anti-war protestors and
civil rights groups throughout the 1960s and early 1970s. Congress later enacted legislation to prevent a recurrence of
the Hoover era excesses, but Stone notes that the Bush administration has argued for the right to circumvent some of
these restrictions in its campaign against terrorism. Historian Jan Ellen Lewis looks at early U.S. history to show how
an individual’s civil liberties often depended on the extent to which he or she ﬁt the deﬁnition of “American” as the
country’s borders expanded. Legal experts Paul Schwartz and Ronald Lee examine the national security implications of
rapid advances in information technology, which is increasingly driven by a highly globalized private sector, rather
than by the U.S. government. Security v. Liberty shows that civil liberties are a not an immutable right, but the
historically shifting result of a continuous struggle that has extended over two centuries. This important new volume
provides a penetrating historical and legal analysis of the trade-oﬀs between security and liberty that have shaped our
national history—trade-oﬀs that we confront with renewed urgency in a post-9/11 world.

AMERICANISMS IN EARLY AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS
COMMUNITIES OF JOURNALISM
A HISTORY OF AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS AND THEIR READERS
University of Illinois Press Widely acknowledged as one of our most insightful commentators on the history of journalism
in the United State, David Paul Nord oﬀers a lively and wide-ranging discussion of journalism as a vital component of
community. In settings ranging from the religion-infused towns of colonial America to the rrapidly expanding urban
metropolises of the late nineteenth century, Nord explores the cultural work of the press.

DEMOCRACY, PARTICIPATION AND CONTESTATION
CIVIL SOCIETY, GOVERNANCE AND THE FUTURE OF LIBERAL DEMOCRACY
Routledge The establishment of democracy on both sides of the Atlantic has not been a smooth evolution towards an
idealized presumed endpoint. Far from it, democratization has been marked by setbacks and victories, a process often
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referred to as ‘contested democracy’. In view of recent mobilizations such as the Arab Spring and the Occupy
movement, in which new technologies have played a key role, there is a need for a renewed analysis of the long-term
evolution of US and UK political systems. Using new areas of research, this book argues that the ideals and the
practices of Anglo-American democracy can be best understood by studying diverse forms of participation, which go
beyond classical expressions of contestation and dissent such as voting. The authors analyze political parties, social
movements, communications and social media, governance, cultural diversity, identity politics, public-private actors
and social cohesion to illustrate how the structure and context of popular participation play a signiﬁcant role in
whether, and when, citizens ́ eﬀorts have any meaningful impact on those who exercise political power. In doing so,
the authors take crucial steps towards understanding how a vigorous public sphere and popular sovereignty can be
made to work in today’s global environment. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of political science,
British and US history, democracy, political participation, governance, social movements and politics.

A POWERFUL MIND
THE SELF-EDUCATION OF GEORGE WASHINGTON
U of Nebraska Press His formal schooling abruptly cut oﬀ at age eleven, George Washington saw his boyhood dream of
joining the British army evaporate and recognized that even his aspiration to rise in colonial Virginian agricultural
society would be diﬃcult. Throughout his life he faced challenges for which he lacked the academic foundations shared
by his more highly educated contemporaries. Yet Washington's legacy is clearly not one of failure. Breaking new
ground in Washington scholarship and American revolutionary history, Adrienne M. Harrison investigates the ﬁrst
president's dedicated process of self-directed learning through reading, a facet of his character and leadership long
neglected by historians and biographers. In A Powerful Mind, Harrison shows that Washington rose to meet these trials
through a committed campaign of highly focused reading, educating himself on exactly what he needed to do and how
best to do it. In contrast to other famous ﬁgures of the revolution--Thomas Jeﬀerson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin-Washington did not relish learning for its own sake, viewing self-education instead as a tool for shaping himself into
the person he wanted to be. His two highest-proﬁle and highest-risk endeavors--commander in chief of the Continental
Army and president of the ﬂedgling United States--are a testament to the success of his strategy.
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THE PROBLEM OF THE MEDIA
U.S. COMMUNICATION POLITICS IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY
NYU Press The symptoms of the crisis of the U.S. media are well-known—a decline in hard news, the growth of infotainment and advertorials, staﬀ cuts and concentration of ownership, increasing conformity of viewpoint and
suppression of genuine debate. McChesney's new book, The Problem of the Media, gets to the roots of this crisis,
explains it, and points a way forward for the growing media reform movement. Moving consistently from critique to
action, the book explores the political economy of the media, illuminating its major ﬂashpoints and controversies by
locating them in the political economy of U.S. capitalism. It deals with issues such as the declining quality of
journalism, the question of bias, the weakness of the public broadcasting sector, and the limits and possibilities of
antitrust legislation in regulating the media. It points out the ways in which the existing media system has become a
threat to democracy, and shows how it could be made to serve the interests of the majority. McChesney's Rich Media,
Poor Democracy was hailed as a pioneering analysis of the way in which media had come to serve the interests of
corporate proﬁt rather than public enlightenment and debate. Bill Moyers commented, "If Thomas Paine were around,
he would have written this book." The Problem of the Media is certain to be a landmark in media studies, a vital
resource for media activism, and essential reading for concerned scholars and citizens everywhere.

REVOLUTIONARY NEGOTIATIONS
INDIANS, EMPIRES, AND DIPLOMATS IN THE FOUNDING OF AMERICA
University of Virginia Press Revolutionary Negotiations examines early American diplomatic negotiations with both the
European powers and the various American Indian nations from the 1740s through the 1820s. Sadosky interweaves
previously distinct settings for American diplomacy—courts and council ﬁres—into one singular, transatlantic system of
politics. Whether as provinces in the British Empire or as independent states, American assertions of power were
directed simultaneously to the west and to the east—to Native American communities and to European empires across
the Atlantic. American leaders aspired to equality with Europeans, who often dismissed them, while they were forced
to concede agency to Native Americans, whom they often wished they could ignore. As Americans used diplomatic
negotiation to assert their new nation's equality with the great powers of Europe and gradually deﬁned American
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Indian nations as possessing a diﬀerent (and lesser) kind of sovereignty, they were also forced to confront the
relations between the states in their own federal union. Acts of diplomacy thus deﬁned the founding of America, not
only by drawing borders and facilitating commerce, but also by deﬁning and constraining sovereign power in a way
that privileged some and weakened others. These negotiations truly were revolutionary.

PICTURING POLITICAL POWER
IMAGES IN THE WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT
University of Chicago Press Lange's examination of the ﬁghts that led to the ratiﬁcation of the Nineteenth Amendment in
1920 reveals the power of images to change history. For as long as women have battled for equitable political
representation in America, those battles have been deﬁned by images—whether illustrations, engravings,
photographs, or colorful chromolithograph posters. Some of these pictures have been ﬂattering, many have been
condescending, and others downright incendiary. They have drawn upon prevailing cultural ideas of women’s
perceived roles and abilities and often have been circulated with pointedly political objectives. Picturing Political
Power oﬀers perhaps the most comprehensive analysis yet of the connection between images, gender, and power. In
this examination of the ﬁghts that led to the ratiﬁcation of the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920, Allison K. Lange
explores how suﬀragists pioneered one of the ﬁrst extensive visual campaigns in modern American history. She shows
how pictures, from early engravings and photographs to colorful posters, proved central to suﬀragists’ eﬀorts to
change expectations for women, ﬁghting back against the accepted norms of their times. In seeking to transform
notions of womanhood and win the right to vote, white suﬀragists emphasized the compatibility of voting and
motherhood, while Sojourner Truth and other leading suﬀragists of color employed pictures to secure respect and
authority. Picturing Political Power demonstrates the centrality of visual politics to American women’s campaigns
throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, revealing the power of images to change history.

DANGEROUS NEIGHBORS
MAKING THE HAITIAN REVOLUTION IN EARLY AMERICA
University of Pennsylvania Press Dangerous Neighbors shows how the Haitian Revolution permeated early American print
culture and had a profound impact on the young nation's domestic politics. Focusing on Philadelphia as both a
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representative and an inﬂuential vantage point, it follows contemporary American reactions to the events through
which the French colony of Saint Domingue was destroyed and the independent nation of Haiti emerged.
Philadelphians made sense of the news from Saint Domingue with local and national political developments in mind
and with the French Revolution and British abolition debates ringing in their ears. In witnessing a French colony
experience a revolution of African slaves, they made the colony serve as powerful and persuasive evidence in domestic
discussions over the meaning of citizenship, equality of rights, and the fate of slavery. Through extensive use of
manuscript sources, newspapers, and printed literature, Dun uncovers the wide range of opinion and debate about
events in Saint Domingue in the early republic. By focusing on both the meanings Americans gave to those events and
the uses they put them to, he reveals a ﬂuid understanding of the American Revolution and the polity it had produced,
one in which various groups were making sense of their new nation in relation to both its own past and a revolution
unfolding before them. Zeroing in on Philadelphia—a revolutionary center and an enclave of antislavery activity—Dun
collapses the supposed geographic and political boundaries that separated the American republic from the West Indies
and Europe.

THOMAS JEFFERSONÄÓ»S IMAGE OF NEW ENGLAND
NATIONALISM VERSUS SECTIONALISM IN THE YOUNG REPUBLIC
McFarland Writers often depict Thomas Jeﬀerson as a narrow-minded defender of states’ rights and Virginia’s interests,
despite his authorship of the Declaration of Independence and vigorous defense of the young republic’s sovereignty.
Some historians claim he was particularly hostile to the New England states, whose Federalist electorate he regarded
as enemies of his Democratic-Republican Party. This study of Jeﬀerson's lifelong relationship with New England reveals
him to be a consistent nationalist and friend of the region, from his ﬁrst visit to Boston in 1784 to his recruiting of
Massachusetts scholars to teach at the University of Virginia. His nationalist point of view is most evident where some
historians claim to see it least: in his opinions of the people and politics of New England. He admired New Englanders'
Revolutionary patriotism, especially that of his friend John Adams, and considered their direct democracy and townmeeting traditions a model for the rest of the Union.

THE REVOLUTION IN FREEDOMS OF PRESS AND SPEECH
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FROM BLACKSTONE TO THE FIRST AMENDMENT AND FOX'S LIBEL ACT
Oxford University Press, USA This book discusses the revolutionary broadening of concepts of freedom of press and
freedom of speech in Great Britain and in America in the late eighteenth century, in the period that produced state
declarations of rights and then the First Amendment and Fox's Libel Act. The conventional view of the history of
freedoms of press and speech is that the common law since antiquity deﬁned those freedoms narrowly, and that Sir
William Blackstone in 1769, and Lord Chief Justice Mansﬁeld in 1770, faithfully summarized the common law in giving a
very narrow deﬁnition of those freedoms as mere liberty from prior restraint and not liberty from punishment after
something was printed or spoken. This book proposes, to the contrary, that Blackstone carefully selected the
narrowest deﬁnition that had been suggested in popular essays in the prior seventy years, in order to oppose the
growing claims for much broader protections of press and speech. Blackstone misdescribed his summary as an
accepted common law deﬁnition, which in fact did not exist. A year later, Mansﬁeld inserted a similar deﬁnition into
the common law for the ﬁrst time, also misdescribing it as a long-accepted deﬁnition, and soon misdescribed the
unique rules for prosecuting sedition as having an equally ancient pedigree. Blackstone and Mansﬁeld were not
declaring the law as it had long been, but were leading a counter-revolution about the breadth of freedoms of press
and speech, and cloaking it as a summary of a narrow common law doctrine that in fact was nonexistent. That conﬂict
of revolutionary view and counter-revolutionary view continues today. For over a century, a neo-Blackstonian view has
been dominant, or at least very inﬂuential, among historians. Contrary to those narrow claims, this book concludes
that the broad understanding of freedoms of press and speech was the dominant context of the First Amendment and
of Fox's Libel Act, and that it enjoyed greater historical support.

SCANDAL AT BIZARRE
RUMOR AND REPUTATION IN JEFFERSON'S AMERICA
University of Virginia Press In the early 1790s Richard Randolph was accused of fathering a child by his sister-in-law,
Nancy, and murdering the baby shortly after its birth. Rumors about the incident, which occurred during a visit to the
plantation of close family friends, spread like wildﬁre. Randolph found himself on trial for the crime largely because of
the public outrage fueled by these rumors. The rest of the household suﬀered too, and only Nancy, who later married
the esteemed New York statesman Gouverneur Morris, would ﬁnd any degree of happiness. A tale of family passion,
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betrayal, and deception, Scandal at Bizarre is a fascinating historical portrait of the social and political realities of a
world long vanished.

REVOLUTIONARY NETWORKS
THE BUSINESS AND POLITICS OF PRINTING THE NEWS, 1763–1789
Johns Hopkins University Press Oﬀering a unique perspective on the American Revolution and early American print culture,
Revolutionary Networks reveals how these men and women managed political upheaval through a commercial lens.

MAKING AMERICA: A HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES, BRIEF
Cengage Learning MAKING AMERICA: A HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES, BRIEF SIXTH EDITION, presents history as a
dynamic process shaped by human expectations, diﬃcult choices, and often the surprising consequences. With this
focus on history as a process, MAKING AMERICA encourages readers to think historically and to develop into citizens
who value the past. The clear chronology, straightforward narrative, and strong thematic structure emphasize
communication over intimidation and appeal to readers of varied learning levels. The Brief Sixth Edition retains a
hallmark feature of the MAKING AMERICA program: pedagogical tools that allow readers to master complex material
and enable them to develop analytical skills. Every chapter has chapter outlines, chronologies, focus questions, and
on-page glossaries (deﬁning both key terms and general vocabulary) to provide guidance throughout the text; the
open, inviting design allows readers to access and use pedagogy to improve learning. A wealth of images throughout
provides a visual connection to the past, with captions that help readers analyze the subject of the painting,
photograph, or artifact from an historical point of view. Investigating America gets to the heart of learning history:
reading and analyzing primary sources. A new feature, In The Wider World introduces a global perspective for each
chapter. In addition, a new map program provides clear, visually engaging maps with globe insets to put the map in a
global context. Available in the following split options: MAKING AMERICA, Brief Sixth Edition Complete, Volume 1: To
1877, and Volume 2: Since 1865. Available with InfoTrac Student Collections http://gocengage.com/infotrac. Important
Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook
version.
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MAKING AMERICA: A HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES, VOLUME 1: TO 1877, BRIEF
Cengage Learning MAKING AMERICA: A HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES, BRIEF SIXTH EDITION, presents history as a
dynamic process shaped by human expectations, diﬃcult choices, and often the surprising consequences. With this
focus on history as a process, MAKING AMERICA encourages readers to think historically and to develop into citizens
who value the past. The clear chronology, straightforward narrative, and strong thematic structure emphasize
communication over intimidation and appeal to readers of varied learning levels. The Brief Sixth Edition retains a
hallmark feature of the MAKING AMERICA program: pedagogical tools that allow readers to master complex material
and enable them to develop analytical skills. Every chapter has chapter outlines, chronologies, focus questions, and
on-page glossaries (deﬁning both key terms and general vocabulary) to provide guidance throughout the text; the
open, inviting design allows readers to access and use pedagogy to improve learning. A wealth of images throughout
provides a visual connection to the past, with captions that help readers analyze the subject of the painting,
photograph, or artifact from an historical point of view. Investigating America gets to the heart of learning history:
reading and analyzing primary sources. A new feature, In The Wider World introduces a global perspective for each
chapter. In addition, a new map program provides clear, visually engaging maps with globe insets to put the map in a
global context. Available in the following split options: MAKING AMERICA, Brief Sixth Edition Complete, Volume 1: To
1877, and Volume 2: Since 1865. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the
product text may not be available in the ebook version.
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